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ABOUT THE EVENT  

An initiative of the Killarney Area Promotions Association, this project is modeled on 

other successful national and international sculpture symposiums, in particular Mount 

Gambier, SA and Sunshine Coast, Qld.   The 2008 event in conjunction with the popular 

Warwick Shire Jumper and Jazz, Art and Music Festival is expected to attract over 4000 

extra visitors to the region during the 2 week, 3 weekends Sculpture Symposium. 

 

The event will recruit up to 20 participating artists and a team of 5 guest artists to carve 

local Warwick Tanamerah sandstone.  This year’s theme will be ‘Stories of the 

Condamine River’.  

 
Sculptors will work in the highly visible venue of Leslie Park, Warwick, so progress can 

be viewed and enjoyed by the general public. The finished sculptures by the five guest 

artists, monumental in size, will be donated to a number of smaller communities and 

located in Federation Park by the Condamine River.  The sculptures of the 20 

participating artists will remain the property of the artist however; these can be made 

available for sale through the Symposium Merchandise Stand on Sunday 27th July 

2008.  *Conditions apply. 

 

SYMPOSIUM ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

The Symposium organising committee will includes a representative from the Killarney 

Area Promotions Assn., Warwick Shire Council, Warwick Art Gallery and the event 

coordinator. Volunteer assistance from community groups will be required during the 

two-week event. 

 

WORKING ENVIRONMENT 

Artists will be provided a safe place to work, shelter, compressed air, powered working 

space within a designated area of Leslie Park, Warwick.   

 

MEDIUM 

Blocks of sandstone will vary from 6-ton blocks for the guest sculptures to 500mm cube 

blocks for participating sculptors.  Additional blocks can be purchased through the 

Symposium at $150 for 500mm cube. Mount Gambier limestone will also be available for 

participating sculptors and workshop students. (limestone block dimensions 60cm x 

30cm x 30cm)�
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GUEST ARTISTS  

A team of five sculptors will be recruited from the Expressions of Interest received.  

These five sculptors will be commissioned to area for two weeks to carve Warwick 

Sandstone into individual pieces telling, ‘Stories of the Condamine River’.  The chosen 

five will have demonstrated competence in the field of stone carving. To date many 

sculptors have expressed firm interest in being contracted for the symposium. In addition 

two sculptors will be selected to design and deliver the creative program for schools and 

the weekend workshops.  Works produced by the five guest artists will remain the 

property of the Warwick Shire. Copyright will remain with the artist’s with permission 

given to the Warwick Shire for advertising and publicity purposes. 

 
PARTICIPATING ARTISTS 

20 participating sculptors will be selected to be part of the event. The nine-day 

participation begins on the 18th of July and finishing with the Jumpers and Jazz Festival 

on the 27th of July 2008. The artwork produced by participating artists will remain the 

property of the artist but the artist may choose to offer it for sale at the Symposium 

Merchandise stand on the 27th July 2008. 25% commission will be charged to the Artist. 

 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST/ REGISTRATION 

Expression of interest must be received before 29th February 2008.  A registration fee of 

$500 is required from all participating artists selected.  An invoice will be forwarded 

along with confirmation of acceptance to participate after the closing date. Payment must 

then be made no later than 30th April 2008. 

 

NOTE: Please DO NOT send payment at this stage .  All participating artists must 

complete ‘Artists Expression of Interest Forms’ ; guest artists will be selected from 

this registration form.  

 

· Each participating artist will be included in the Symposium Catalogue.  

There is also further opportunity to be included in other publicity and 

media releases. 

· Three meals a day will be provided either onsite or by prior arrangement 

with billeting except for rest days. 

· Participating Artists are invited to attend the Gallery Opening, Artists 

Talks, Excursion to Tanamerah Quarry and the Closing Party. 
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It is the artist’s own responsibility for travel, accommodation, tools and safety gear.  All 

artists are responsible for their own insurance. 

 

MASTER SCULPTOR CLASSES 

Budding artists are invited to attend a three-hour, master sculptor class taught by 

sculptor tutors, where they can create artworks from the specific blocks and tailings of 

the larger sculptures and learn about the tools of the trade.  Limited space is available, 

so be quick, complete the Master Classes Application Form on page 9 of this document.  

Also see page 10 for a full checklist of what to bring.  

 

EDUCATIONAL 

Once again School and community groups are invited to view and learn about the 

timeless and rewarding art of stone sculpture.  Local and neighboring schools are invited 

to participate in the Creative School Program, through inclusion of the event in their 

study program, workshops and demonstrations.  It is anticipated that school excursions 

will run for a one week period, from the 16th July to the 23rd July 2008 where they can 

view the Sculptors at work, have the opportunity to ask questions and take a piece of 

sandstone back to their class for further discussion and interpretation.   

 

WHY WARWICK 

Warwick has more than a 100-year history of expressionism in sandstone, both as a 

natural resource and within the built environment, being part of the Southern Downs 

Heritage and Historic building trail.  

 

Warwick boasts grand public buildings of sandstone and its own sandstone quarries. 

Historically, Warwick shire was the site for the first, free white settlement in Queensland, 

with indigenous occupation pre-dating.  

 

Resulting art works will interpret the historical and cultural foundations of the region in a 

contemporary style.  

 

ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL BENEFITS TO SOUTHERN DOWNS & GRANITE BELT  

The 2006 symposium was a nationally recognised, major cultural event for the Warwick 

Shire, which ran the two weeks leading up to, and part of the existing Jumpers and Jazz 

in July Festival. In addition the 2008 programme will include an additional 20 

participating sculptors who will further contribute to the ambience of the festival.  Plus 
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artists can take a leisurely drive around the shire and to the Granite Belt wine region 

during their rest days and experience some or Queensland’s award winning wines. 

 

It is expected the symposium could attract an additional 4,000 visitors to the district 

throughout the two weeks period.  The resulting sculptures will provide an added, long 

term and sustainable cultural attraction, providing a linkage between these smaller 

communities and to the Warwick Shire and Southern Downs identities.  

 

Sandstone sculptures are a long-term attraction, being weatherproof and low 

maintenance.  As a tourism and cultural attraction, the resulting sculptures, along with 

existing works will add to the existing “Sculpture Trail” for the Southern Downs and 

Granite Belt region. This cultural trail will provide an additional leisure activity for visitors 

and encourage them to travel to the smaller settlements within the region.  

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2008 

29th February  Closing Date Expressions of Interest for Participating Artist 

30th April  Final Day for registration payment 

11th to 27th July Sculpture Symposium  

11th July  Guest Artists Bump In 

12th July  Guest Artist commences work 

13th July  Quarry Excursion 

16th – 23rd July Creative School Program 

18th July  Participating Artists Bump In 

19th & 20th July Master Class Workshops 

27th July  Jumpers & Jazz Festival 

27th July  Artists Bump Out 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
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2008 SANDSTONE SCULPTURE SYMPOSIUM 

PARTICIPATING ARTIST EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM 
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